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Foreword EHF President 

 

Dear handball friends,  

Thrilling start to long Road to Budapest 

 
Each autumn marks another beginning in the women’s club competition as the best teams in 
Europe join the quest for glory. 16 squads line-up for the highly-anticipated 2025/26 season, 
which brings new challenges for the participants on the Road to Budapest. The competition throws 
off with the group phase on 6/7 September, the first of 14 rounds set to test the skills and patience 
of top-class teams. 

The end of February will decide the final group standings, leading up to the next steps of the 
competition: play-offs and quarter-finals. As the rivalries heat up in the spring, four participants 
will reserve their tickets for the EHF FINAL4 Women on 6/7 June 2026. 

Györi Audi ETO KC have defended their place at the top of European handball after clinching their 
second consecutive title — and seventh overall. It will be no easy job to face the Hungarian 
powerhouse, who was drawn in group A with seven other clubs looking forward to proving they 
belong among the best, including Metz Handball. The French side had a perfect start to the season 
in 2024/25, but ended their journey bitterly after missing out on a medal. 

The rest of the group includes bronze medalists Team Esbjerg, alongside Storhamar Handball Elite, 
DVSC Schaeffler, Gloria Bistrița, OTP Group Buducnost and BV Borussia Dortmund. 

Last season, CSM Bucuresti, FTC Rail-Cargo Hungaria and Krim Mercator Ljubljana bid farewell to 
three handball legends, who played their last matches on the international stage. Cristina Neagu, 
Andrea Lekic and Jovanka Radicevic leave big shoes to fill, but there are plenty of talented athletes 
ready to rise to the occasion — who is up for the challenge? 

The three sides find themselves once again in the same group and will face other experienced 
clubs for a ticket to the next rounds. Last year’s finalists Odense Håndbold and Brest Bretagne 
Handball, who made it to the quarter-finals, are also powerful contenders for the top places in the 
group. They are joined by Ikast Håndbold, HC Podravka and Sola HK in group B, with the latter 
being part of the starting grid for the first time. 

The stage is set for a new chapter in the history of the competition. Enjoy the EHF Champions 
League Women 2025/26 group phase! 

 

Yours in sport,  

Michael Wiederer  
EHF President 





Energien er jeres

CLUB PARTNERS



OFFICIAL PARTNER

For eight thrilling years, Gorenje has stood 
alongside Europe’s top handball teams – and the 
fans who cheer them on. Now, as Official Partner 
of both the men’s and women’s competitions of 
the EHF Champions League, we bring that same 
winning spirit home. From fast-paced matches 
to everyday moments, our appliances are built 
for champions – designed to simplify your daily 
victories.

From court 
to comfort

ENJOY THE GAME WITH 
GORENJE APPLIANCES



ULTIMATE
Completely controlled bounce. Extreme durability. 
Optimal roundness. Perfect grip and soft feel.

Official match ball of the EHF Champions League Women.



6/7 June
MVM Dome, Budapest

eurohandball.com
EHFTV.com

WHO WILL
LIFT THE
TROPHY
NEXT?
EHF FINAL4 
WOMEN 2026



IKAST HÅNDBOLD TEAM 2025/26
#1 Olivia Nygaard 
#2 Matilde Nielsen 
#4 Julie Scaglione 
#5 Emilie Arntzen 
#6 Cecilie Brandt 
#7 Stine Skogrand C
#8 Jamina Roberts 
#9 Olivia Mellegård 
#10 Johanne Lasthein
#11 Sarah Iversen 
#12 Filippa Idéhn 
#14 Emma Lindqvist 
#15 Karen Klokker
#16 Amalie Milling 
#17 Simone Petersen 
#20 Ane Høgseth 
#22 Lærke Nolsøe 
#23 Lina Lützhøft 
#24 Béatrice Edwige
#27 Thea Kylberg 
#77 Line-Mai Hougaard 

A: Claus Mogensen 
B: Søren Hansen 
C: Ann-Louise Christensen 
D: Birgitte Linnebjerg 
E: Søren Rasmussen 



HC PODRAVKA 
#1 Antonia Tucakovic
#4 Katja Vukovic
#5 Katarina Pandza
#6 Ana Dolonga 
#7 Klara Birtic
#8 Kala Kosovac
#9 Ivana Fratnik 
#10 Matea Pletikosic
#11 Mia Brkic 
#12 Petra Marinovic
#14 Tena Jurlina
#13 Kristina Dramac
#15 Klara Birtic
#18 Sara Senvald
#25 Hanna Vuljak
#31 Ana Debelic
#44 Tin Barišic
#50 Andrea Simara
#64 Ana Pandza
#88 Kristina Prkacin
#96 Josipa Mamic
#98 Lucija Bešen

Head coach: Ivica Obrvan
Assistant coach: Marko Brezic





With strong partners to a successful season.
Find out more about

EHF Champions League Women


